Excercise Noun Classes

The following are a number of example sentences from the Bantu language Tunen
spoken in Cameroon. For each sentence look for the noun and find the agreeing
prefixes on the words that modify the noun or that depend on the noun. Look at the
other sentences to find these agreeing prefixes. Establish the noun class system for
this language and give the table of agreement prefixes for each noun class and for
each type of dependent word. Also try to determine the noun class prefix for each

noun (class). Give the singular / plural patterns of the noun classes. Both the sentences

and their translations may souond a bit strange because they are constructed for the
purpose of this exercise.
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wamia mond mot3dtd amdte dba hékakao
my child small one is nice
My one small child is nice.

babdn bé kin baned bdnd wéya komen &
enemies of chief how.many PAST him attack QUES
How many ennemies of the chief attacked him?

bamid bdndu bafande bando bdni bana bdkim luk
my wives two PRES these children all feed
My two wives feed all these children.

wini mékana monén owd bana humb wéndo 1o
this root big that they:PAST dig PRES fall
That big root that one digged, is falling.

wayé 6mbanj owd wéndo ba o mokat wéna ko
his stick that PRES be in hand PAST fall
His stick that is in his hand, is fell.

mini mékana ménéy oya bana humb yéndo Io
these roots big that they:PAST dig PRES fall
plural of (v))

wayia émbdnj oyd yéndo ba o mokat yénd ko
his sticks that PRES be in hand PAST fall
plural of (vi)

nini nimi néfomad netete némoteone nélia ikisin  néle fondk3std
this my orange small one that be kitchen be rotten
This small orange of mine that is in the kitchen, is rotten.

dni mamia mafoma matete mafande oma malia ikisin mdle fonokdto
thesemy  oranges small two that be kitchenbe rotten
plural of (ix))
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yéy élema oyd ménd lemanak yéndo b4 yes
this dream that I PAST dream PRES be good
The dream that I dreamt was nice.

béy bélema obid ména lemanak béndo ba bes
these dreams that I PAST dream PRES are good
(meervoud van (xii))

yé yamia méko oya yélia mifitifi yéna kuen o helamb
that my leopard that be black PAST fall in trap
That leopard of mine that is black fell in the trap.

yétana imwin meney yend kuen o helamb
this goat big PAST fall in trap.
This big goat fell in the trap.

yé yamia méko oya yélia mifitifi yéna kuend o tolomb
dthese my peopards that be black PAST fall in trap
plural of (xiii)

hildn hiamia hélo ohia hélia 6 mim
bring my pepper that be in house.
Bring my pepper that is on the house.

hildn tiamia t31o otda télia 6 mim
bring my pepers that be in house.
plural of (xvi)

bol€ bues obua bdlia siandto bdle kotakato
tree nice that be grown be dry
That nice tree that is grown is dry.



