Gender
The category of gender.

(Corbett)

What is category?

What is gender?

Genders are classes of nouns reflected in the behaviour of associated words (Hockett 1958:231)

Ex. 1. Een mooie stoel; een mooi bed; de stoel; het bed. 

Ex. 2. Bantu noun class system

Ex. 3. Frans le, la

Problems:

* All nouns classified?

By definition, if residue is taken as a class.

* Agreement.

choice of agreement determines the number of classes; e.g. Iraqw demonstrative vs verb, Swahili

choice of agreement may lead to conflicting class assignment

agreement is sometimes optional (present/absent; or in choice of category)

* hybrid nouns: (different class in different agreement, rafiki)

* multiple-gender-nouns: homonyms; agreement determines meaning (nouns of common gender), like mtu, kitu in Sw

* epicenes: One agreement but denoting beings of either sex. (So no problem. Not for morphology.)

Semantic vs. Formal systems

Note: Always overlap in assignment criteria

Semantic, e.g. Zande (Claudi, 1985) male human, female human, animal, residue. But exceptions. Animacy and sex are usually the factors for semantic systems.

Formal: Swahili noun class system

Problems:

* Shift of gender that has meaning component. Ex. filmpje, het mens, een groot man.

* Formal but always semantic in some areas. Ex. professions, agentives.

* Semantic factors in agreement system, e.g. Swahili human/animate

* The concept of unmarked/default gender has implications for meaning.

* Semantic networks; Examples: Fulfulde, see Breedveld (1995), Dagara, see Delplanque (1986)

* Psychological association: borrowings (semantic analogy as factor), child language, experiments involving invented nouns, residual meaning, diachronic evidence

Overt or covert
If covert, often partly overt.

If overt: morphological or phonological. Overt can be by single marker or by a combination of signs and rules.

Example: Iraqw covert, but partly overt, both morphological and phonological.

Gender and Number Syncretism (Serzisko)
Relation evident in Greenberg universalia (Greenberg 1966:112):

U31: Whenever the verb agrees with a nominal subject or a nominal object in gender, it also agrees in number.

U36: If a language has the category of gender, it always has the category of number.

U37: A language never has more gender categories in non-singular numbers than in the singular.

Syncretism in double binary systems:

in number: mwenyewe/wenyewe/yenyewe in Kenya Pidgin Swahili

in gender: le/la/les

Polarity: Somali Noun phrase internal agreement:

m.sg=kii
m.pl=tii

f.sg=tii

f.pl=kii

But not in external agreement: Verbal predicate:

1 waa complexes syncretism in gender:

m.sg=y-V-0
m.pl=y-V-een

f.sg=t-V-0
f.pl=y-V-een

2 baa complexes no number indicated

Rendille has partial polarity in internal agreement.

Polarity restricted to internal agreement makes sense because the noun is close enough to disambiguate m.sg/f.pl and f.s/m.pl. Or external agreement is more likely to be semantically based as a consequence of its (syntactic) distance.

It is gender that takes over number differentiation, not the other way around. Explanation is that gender is a lexical characterisitc, and number a syntactic one. 

If partial polarity, f.sg=m.pl, m.sg<>f.pl. This is parallel to syncretism in number and syncretism in gender (U37). U37 boils down to the fact that plural is "marked". In partial polarity it is shift of gender (the lexical property that can not lead to semantic conflicts anyway) that indicates the marked number. Full polarity is restricted to formally marked contexts (noun is present) and therefore the marked form can represent the maximally "unmarked" exponent. This reasoning makes use of a view of morphemes as markers of the "marked" pole (e.g. plural or singulative)

Polarity and collectivity (Hetzron 1967:182-7):

One of the explanations of polar behaviour in Arabic numerals assumes that feminine was originally collective.

Meinhof on the origin of gender:

proto language with gender more important than number; gender two-way distinction; "masculine" for persons, "feminine" for things; plural of person is considered as a thing (cf. soldier-army). Because of link gender-number, plural of things is the other gender, i.e. masculine.

Bayso (Corbett & Hayward)
Agreement classes approach; simplicity behind complexity: Bayso.

Gender: Nouns can be classed in three classes according to agreement markers on verbal predicates: m, f, pl.

(1)
lubán gira

lion is


'There is a lion.'

(2)
kimbír gitta

bird is


'There is a bird.'

(3)
ilkoo giran

tooth/teeth are


'There is a tooth, are teeth.'

Same distinctions with other forms in associative particles and demonstratives. The category number differentiates unit, multiple, paucal and singulative reference. Number is marked morphologically on the noun. 

Here: Table from Corbett and Hayward

Agreement class: In the same grammatical form, the same agreement.

Eight classes:

1: u.r. m, m.r. m, s,r, m

2: u.r. m, m.r. p, s.r. m 

3: u.r. m, m.r. f, s.r. m 

4: u.r. f, m.r. m, s.r. f

5: u.r. f, m.r. p, s.r. f

6: u.r. f, m.r. f, s.r. f

7: u.r. p, m.r. m

8: u.r. p, m.r. p 

(Paucal is predictable p)

Ad 7&8: 11, mostly pairs, non-count, end in oo: exceptions. Mark to take (p) when in u.r.

Ad s.r. column derived from unit without change in gender.

Ad 2,3,5,6: Exceptions

Features of agreement controllers and forms of agreement targets: ka in m.r. for all nouns (except exceptions) and for m in u.r and s.r.

p in m.r., classes 2,5,8: 7 nouns, small groups, end in o for m.r. Mark to take (p) when in m.r.

f in m.r., classes 3,6: 4 nouns. 2 with m.r. suffix -laal which was original (f) collective suffix. "Elders" collective. 

In addition two double gender nouns "guest" and "so-and-so". 

Conclusion Bayso has two grammatical genders. Number has agreement features: paucal vs non-paucal and overt features: p.r., m.r., s.r. while u.r. is unmarked. 

Notion of default gender

subject of whether verbs, sentences as subjects, most unspecific subject or object pronouns. Morphological complexity. Problems: gender of word for 'thing'.

References that are not in cited publications:

Breedveld, J.O. 1995. Form and meaning in Fulfulde. Leiden: CNWS.

Delplanque, Alain. 1986. La langue Dagara: essai de sémiologie linguistique. Thèse d'état Paris VII

Gender in Arbore
Arbore is a Lowland East Cushitic language, Omo-Tana branch, spoken in Southern Ethiopia, North of Lake Chew Bahir. Data are from Hayward (1984).

Arbore nouns can be grouped into three classes according to a combination of subject agreement on the preverbal selector and on the main verb. On this basis, the exponents of gender can be called masculine, feminine, or plural following third person masculine (m), feminine (f) or plural (p) agreement respectively. The preverbal selector distinguishes m/f versus p, but the verb distinguishes m/p versus f, in addition tone distinguishes m and p (in fact H for "singular" subjects) in certain tenses as here in the verb "to be".


néek ’íy yeecce A lion came


komayté ’íy teecce A tortoise came


’úmmo ’íso yeecce The children came


daac ’ay gíra There is a rat


’ingiré ’ay gírta There is a louse


bíce ’asó gira There is water

Within the noun phrase, Noun - Adjective sequences show agreement on the noun (m/p - f) and on the adjective (m/f - p). Possessives and demonstratives show gender agreement when suffixed to the noun but also when they form an independent pronoun. The feminine agreement markers contain t; the masculine and plural agreement markers are often identical containing h, y or being identical by absence of agreement. When the plural agreement marker is different from both (f) and (m), it contains o; and m=f in two of the three agreement markers. The number "one" agrees in m/f by choice of root.
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Gender plays a role in morphophonological rules, especially tone rules. The words for "boy" and "girl" are only tonally distinguished: náag (m) 'boy' vs naag (f) 'girl' (Same for 'dog/bitch', 'wood/tree'). Predicative forms of nouns depend on gender.

Membership of gender class is formal and not semantic, e.g. ’arté (f) 'bulls'. Semantics does play a role however in a limited set of words such as boy/girl, dog/bitch (above), in singulatives of animates: ’ízze (f) 'gazelle': ’ízze-t (m) male, ’ízze-té (f) female; gelebá (f) 'Dasanech': geleba-n (m) male, geleba-nté (f) female. The feminine singulative is the second derived form. (Parallel in Hamar.) Some words show these two singulatives without a sex difference, such as "oxpecker", "rat", "kidney", but this is related to the problem of -n s.r/m.r and ‑nté/‑n‑té. I could not find information on agentives. 

There are homonyms that differ in gender only: ’elló (m) 'cowrie shell' vs. ’elló (f) 'fear'.

Gender is largely overt not by a single marker, but by phonological properties, such as "Noun stems ending in consonants are virtually all (m)" and by morphological properties: Number suffixes have inherent gender. 

Sex of the possessor is differentiated in third person singular possessives. Also in deictic pronouns referring to human antecedents display sex difference using the words for "man", "woman", "people".

Gender and Number
Unit reference (u.r.), multiple reference (m.r.) and singulative reference (s.r.) are distinguished within the category of number. For many words only two of the three pair, for some only one occurs. The exponent "plural' of gender is different from the exponent "multiple reference" of number. Some (p) nouns are unit reference. Nouns may switch gender between the exponents of number, which also shows that the two categories are independent. The choice of number formation for a particular noun is ultimately lexical, but there are phonological and morphological considerations such as gender of the unit refernce form. M.r. and s.r. froms are always underived; all underived forms are u.r. In case of singletons, one can recognise m.r. and s.r. forms on the basis of frozen suffixes.

M.r. suffixes: -mé, -mmé, -a’amé, ‑té (f) base is (m): Suffixes that end in e are feminine and have a masculine base. Suffixes that end in o are all (p) and have a (f) base: -ó, ‑tonó, ‑mó. Others: -má (p) base is m/p with final H; -n (m) base is (f) final H; -'y (m), -omá (p) base (f), ‑é [+Gemination] (p), ‑a [+Gemination] (p).

M.r. suffixes are mainly (f) or (p). There are two (m) m.r. suffixes, -n and ‑'y. The m.r. suffix -n has a homophone s.r. suffix. 

S.r. suffixes: ‑c (m), ‑(i)t (m), ‑n (m), ‑té (f), ‑(a)nté (f), ‑tat (m) and ‑taté (f) ethnic. S.r. suffixes are never (p). S.r. suffixes do not seem to correlate with form or gender of their "base" (m.r. or u.r.).

Adjectives show semantic number agreement by reduplication. This seems to be the only agreement to number. Subject agreement on the verb is by gender. No examples of (p) non-m.r. subjects are given.


bice búrro ’asó gira

water.p red 3:PL be:p


There is red water.
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