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International workshop 
Associated posture 

 
Venue and date 
Lumière University of Lyon 
2 July 2026 
held in conjunction with the 16th Conference of the Association for Linguistic Typology 
 
Convenors 
Antoine Guillaume (Laboratoire Dynamique du Langage, CNRS & U. Lumière Lyon 2) 
Albert Alvarez Gonzalez (Universidad de Sonora, Mexico) 
 
Workshop description 
The term “associated posture” (AP) has recently been employed—by analogy with associated 
motion (AM; Guillaume & Koch 2021)—in a number of descriptive studies, particularly 
focusing on languages from Central and South America, to refer to verbal affixes, particles 
or auxiliaries expressing postural meanings (Peralta Ramirez 2009; Vuillermet 2017; 
Tallman 2020; Guillaume 2023; 2024; Alvarez Gonzalez 2024; Ginebra Domingo 2024; 
Gonzales Castaño 2024; Koga & Nikulin 2024; Magalhães 2024). This type of expression is 
exemplified, for instance, by the three Tacana imperfective circumfixes in (1a), which are 
distinguished according to the posture (‘stand’, ‘lie/bend’ or ‘hang’) of the subject of the 
verb. The three imperfective AP circumfixes occur in paradigmatic opposition with five 
imperfective AM circumfixes (1b) and with a number of non-spatial TAM affixes, including 
a default imperfective circumfix (1c). 
(1) Tacana (Takanan, Amazonian Bolivia, Guillaume 2024) 
 a. Imperfective & AP 
  e-tsiatsia-neti ‘be shouting while standing’  
  e-tsiatsia-sa ‘be shouting while lying/bending’  
  e-tsiatsia-bade ‘be shouting while hanging’ 
 b. Imperfective & AM 
  e-tsiatsia-'u ‘be shouting while going’ 
  e-tsiatsia-siu ‘be shouting while coming’ 
  e-tsiatsia-buyu ‘be shouting while going back’ 
  e-tsiatsia-beyu ‘be shouting while coming back’ 
  e-tsiatsia-niuneti ‘be shouting while wandering’ 
 
 c. Imperfective only 
  e-tsiatsia-ni ‘be shouting’ 
The aim of this workshop is to explore the usefulness of AP as a cross-linguistic 
comparative concept (in the sense of Haspelmath 2010) and to lay the groundwork for a 
typology of AP systems. For this purpose, we will follow Guillaume’s (2024: 4) proposal in 
defining an AP marker as “a grammatical morpheme that is associated with the verb and 
that has among its possible functions the coding of postural meanings (‘sit’, ‘stand’, 
‘lie’, ‘bend’, ‘hang’, etc.)”. 

https://alt-2026.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
http://www.ddl.cnrs.fr/Guillaume
https://investigadores.unison.mx/es/persons/albert-alvarez-gonzalez
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Expressions that match (or at least come close to) this definition seem to be found in 
languages from all over the world. In addition to Central and South American languages 
(see references above), such expressions also appear to be present in languages from at least 
North America (Watkins 1976; Mithun 1999: 115–116), Africa (Newman 2002: 12–13; 
Hellwig 2003; Rochant 2023: 574–577), Asia (Enfield 2002; Anderson 2006: 344), 
Australia (Austin 1981: 98–100; Bowern & Osgarby 2023) and Europe (Kuteva 1999; 2001: 
chap. 3; Lemmens 2005). 

Preliminary investigations of AP in languages from different linguistic families and 
geographic regions in South America (Guillaume 2023; 2024: Section 12) suggest that AP 
systems can be effectively compared based on at least the following parameters: 

• morphological status (affixes, particles, auxiliaries); 
• types and number of postural distinctions (as many of six); 
• argument of the verb affected by the posture (subject, object); 
• temporal relation to the verb event (concurrent, prior, subsequent); 
• TAM contribution (imperfective, prospective, resultative); 
• use in discourse (pleonastic/‘echo’ constructions). 

 
In organizing this workshop as part of the 16th ALT conference we hope to provide a good 
forum to: 

• bring the AP phenomenon to the wider attention of typologists  
• encourage new descriptive and comparative work on AP worldwide 
• initiate new collaborations between language specialists working on AP 
• work towards a common understanding of the phenomenon 
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Call for abstracts 
Abstracts must be submitted as part of the ALT 2026 open call following this link. Scholars 
are encouraged to email the workshop convenors Antoine Guillaume 
(antoine.guillaume@cnrs.fr) and Albert Alvarez Gonzalez (albert.alvarez@unison.mx) to 
check that their proposed contributions will fit in with the theme of the workshop. 
 
 
Program (Thursday, 2nd July, Room CLIO 034) 
 

General introduction 
 
9:00-9:30 Antoine Guillaume (DDL, CNRS & University of Lyon) 
 Associated posture: towards a typological framework with special 

reference to South American languages 
 
AP in the Americas 
 
9:30-10:00 David Ginebra (U. Autònoma de Barcelona & U. Lumière Lyon 2) 
 Associated posture in Yamalero (Guahiban, Colombia): bound 

morphemes for subject and object arguments 
 
10:00-10:30 Coffee break 
 
10:30-11:00 Albert Alvarez Gonzalez (U. of Sonora, Mexico) 
 Associated posture in Uto-Aztecan languages 
  
11:00-11:30 Marcia Haag (U. of Oklahoma, USA) 
 The morphology of position and aspect in Osage (Siouan, USA) 
 
11:30-12:30 ALT plenary conference 
 
12:30-14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00-14:30 Marsault, Julie (U. Sorbonne Nouvelle & LACITO, Paris) 
 Associated posture in Umóⁿhoⁿ (Dhegiha, Siouan, USA) 
 
 
AP in Europe and Asia 
 
 
14:30-15:00 Ditte Boeg Thomsen &  Carl Avlund (U. of Copenhagen, Denmark) 
 Associated posture in the North Germanic languages 
 
15:00-16:00 ALT posters 
 
16:00-16:30 Coffee break 
 

https://alt-2026.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
mailto:antoine.guillaume@cnrs.fr
mailto:albert.alvarez@unison.mx
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16:30-17:00 Elia Dal Corso (U. of Ca' Foscari of Venice, Italy) 
 The development of associated posture markers in Sakhalin Ainu (Isolate, 

Japan) 
 
AP worldwide 
 
17:00-17:30 Lovestrand, Joseph (U. of Essex, UK) 
 Serial verb constructions and posture semantics 
 
17:30-18:00 Daniel Ross (U. of California, Riverside, USA) 
 A preliminary cross-linguistic survey of Associated Posture [online] 
 
Discussion  
 
18:00-18:30  
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Guillaume, Antoine (DDL, CNRS & University of Lyon)  p18 
Associated posture: towards a typological framework with special reference 
 to South American languages 

Haag, Marcia (U. of Oklahoma, USA)  p19 
The morphology of position and aspect in Osage (Siouan, USA) 

Lovestrand, Joseph (U. of Essex, UK)  p21 
Serial verb constructions and posture semantics 

Marsault, Julie (U. Sorbonne Nouvelle & LACITO, Paris)  p23 
Associated posture in Umóⁿhoⁿ (Dhegiha, Siouan, USA) 

Ross, Daniel (U. of California, Riverside, USA)  p25 
A preliminary cross-linguistic survey of Associated Posture 
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Associated posture in Uto-Aztecan languages 

Albert Alvarez Gonzalez 

 
Universidad de Sonora (México) 

 
 

Associated Posture (AP) markers have been defined similarly to Associated Motion (AM) 
markers: Both concepts refer to grammatical morphemes that are combined with the verb and that 
have among their possible functions the coding of a translational motion for AM or a posture for 
AP (Guillaume 2016 for AM, Guillaume 2024 for AP). Functionally, the morphosyntactic domain 
of AM/AP refers to the combination of two events, a main event and an associated event indicating 
the motion or posture of a main verb argument. 

In this talk, I will explore the expression of AP in Uto-Aztecan languages, a family of about 
thirty languages extending from the Great Plains of Western United States to Southern Mexico and El 
Salvador in Central America, on the basis of second-hand data included in reference grammars. 
From a purely functional perspective (Lehmann 1989), the Uto-Aztecan languages display a wide 
variety of morphosyntactic and lexical resources to encode AP meanings, which can be ranged along 
a continuum of event integration, from constructions in which AP meanings are encoded as a 
dependent clause in a biclausal construction (1) to lexical expressions (6) in which both events are 
conceptualized together in the same verb. Between these extremes, one finds periphrastic 
constructions in which AP meanings are encoded by a depictive lexical form in secondary 
predicative function (2) or as a lexical adverbial modifier (3), complex predicates in which AP 
meanings are expressed as a verb in a V-V combination (4), and, last but not least, morphological AP 
markers (5). 

In this paper, I will focus on morphological AP markers and compare AP and AM systems at 
the structural, semantic, areal and diachronic levels. I will show that, contrary to morphological AM 
markers that are common in the Uto-Aztecan family (Dryer 2021), morphological AP systems are 
much less developed, with, however, an interesting correlation that indicates that the presence of 
an AP system presupposes the presence of a robust AM system in the same language. Structurally, AP 
and AM systems share the same formal means (suffixes, prefixes, or grammaticalized verbs in a 
complex V-(ti)-VP/M construction). In contrast to the semantic diversity of AM systems (prior, 
concurrent, subsequent subject motions, itive, ventive, random, no direction motions), AP systems in 
Uto-Aztecan languages all express a subject concurrent posture and they tend to only distinguish three 
types of posture (sit, stand, lie). As for the additional functions they may develop, Uto-Aztecan 
languages show that while AM markers can be grammaticalized into tense, mode or aspect markers, 
AP markers tend to be grammaticalized only into aspectual markers associated with imperfective 
meanings. 

Finally, I will explore the diachronic origin of Uto-Aztecan morphological AP/AM markers. In 
the languages of the Nahuan branch, I will argue that the current AP/AM constructions V-[ti-VM/P] 
(see examples 5 and 7) come from an original periphrastic converbial structure [V-ti] VM/P in 
which the motion/posture verb was the main verb and the ti connective was a same subject converb 
marker, which is still present in some Uto-Aztecan languages, at least for motion verbs (8). In the 
languages from other branches, AP/AM markers usually come from the grammaticalization of a 
motion/posture verb within a serial/compound structure V-VM/P. 
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Examples least integrated 

(1) Cupeño: AP encoded as a dependent clause in a biclausal construction 
pi=pe-tew=ku’ut [axwa-’aw pe-qal] ishmi’i qaawi-sh. 
3SO.3S-see=REP ODEM-at 3S-lie something die-NPN  
‘It is said that he saw there something lying there dead.’ (Hill 2005: 443) 

(2) Pima Bajo: AP encoded as a depictive lexical form in a secondary predicate 
 

ig kil dah o’on-im. 
DET.SBJ man sit.SG.IMPF write-CONT 
‘The man is writing while seated.’ (Estrada 2014: 199) 

(3) Yaqui: AP encoded as a lexical adverbial modifier 
 

…táa nee áttala 'weche-k 
but I face:down fall-PFV 

‘…but I felt flat on my back.’ (Dedrick & Casad 1999: 395) 

(4) Northern Paiute: AP encoded as a verb in V-V combination 
 

su=nana iwi-tapi tapi ‘lie’ 
the=man sleep-lie  
‘The man is lying (there) asleep.’ (Thornes 2003: 423) 

(5) Classical Nahuatl: AP encoded as a morphological marker 
coch-t-oc in chane onoc ‘be lying’ 
sleep-LIG-be lying DET owner 
’The owner is sleeping lying down.’ (Launey 1992: 248) 

(6) Yaqui; AP as part of a lexical verb meaning 
waka'ate ‘crawl’ (motion+posture) most integrated 

(7) Amanalco Nahuatl  
tla-kwa’-t-i’kak  
ANTIP-eat-LIG-stand 
‘He/she is eating standing up.’ (Peralta 2009) 

(8) Pima Bajo 
ig ban kuih-ti 
mir. DET.SUJ coyote howl-SS.CONV 
run.PFV ‘The coyote run howling.’ (Estrada 2014:106) 
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Associated Posture in the North Germanic languages 

Ditte Boeg Thomsen, Carl Avlund 

 
1University of Copenhagen 

 
 

While lexical coding of posture has been extensively investigated (e.g., Newman 2002), 
grammatical coding of posture as the background for other events has attracted little attention. 
However, Guillaume (2024) has suggested that it may be found in languages all over the world, 
and he has proposed Associated Posture (AP) as a comparative concept for investigating 
crosslinguistic patterns in the grammatical coding of posture. Following Guillaume (2024), to count 
as an AP marker a linguistic unit must: 1) code postural meaning, 2) have grammatical status, and 
3) be associated with a lexical verb. The clearest examples of AP have been found in languages 
from Central and South America, where posture is coded by verbal affixes, as in (1). 

 
(1) Besa-ki (Ese Eja, Takanan, Vuillermet 2012)  

bathe-stand/PRS 
‘I am bathing (standing).’ 

 
In Europe, possible AP candidates include constructions with posture verbs (e.g., Kuteva 1999, 
Lemmens 2005). In such constructions, the posture verbs live up to the requirement of being 
associated with lexical verbs, but to evaluate whether they should indeed count as AP, it is crucial 
to determine whether they also have grammatical status and retain their postural meaning. In the 
current study, we investigate posture constructions in the North Germanic languages to explore 
whether the framework of AP contributes to their description and, in turn, whether North Germanic 
posture constructions can contribute to the emerging typology of AP. 

The North Germanic languages share a set of constructions (often termed pseudo-coordination) 
where two coordinated verbs sharing subject and agreeing in tense together form one predicate 
designating one single state of affairs. In one subtype, the first verb (V1) is selected from a closed 
paradigm and codes the posture or motion of the subject while performing the action or state 
designated by the second verb (V2), as in (2). The order of V1 and V2 is fixed. In Danish, 
this subtype is characterized as the situative concord construction where V2 presents the central 
representational content, whereas V1 provides an anchoring frame coding imperfective aspect and 
concurrent posture or motion (Nielsen 2011). In addition to fixed order and closed-class 
membership, object fronting and negation indicate that V1 acts as an auxiliary in relation to V2 
and not as a lexical main verb. V1 is always intransitive, but if V2 is transitive, its object can be 
fronted, as in (3). Further, while negations in the construction occupy the slot that would normally 
imply negation of V1, the negation may in fact target only V2, as in (4). 

 

(2) Vi stod og skræll-ede kartofl-er (Danish, Indo-European) 
 we  stand.PST and peel-PST potato-PL  

’We were peeling potatoes (standing).’ 
 

(Danish, Indo-European) 
 

‘That boat, I was watching (sitting).’ 
 

(4) Jeg ligg-er ikke og sov-er; jeg ligg-er og tænk-er  (Danish, Indo-European) 
 I lie-PRS not and sleep-PRS I lie-PRS and think-PRS 

’I’m not sleeping (lying); I’m thinking (lying).’ 
 

As argued by Stidsen (2019), V1 cannot be modified by adverbials, and therefore Boye & Harder 
(2021) suggest that the V1 position is a constructional slot coding secondary, grammatical status. 

(3) Den båd sad jeg og betragt-ede 
 that boat   sit.PST I and watch-PST 
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Posture verbs in the Danish situative concord construction thus appear to live up to the requirement 
of grammatical status. As for the requirement of postural meaning, the Danish sources agree – based 
on intuition – that the posture verbs in the situative concord construction retain their postural 
meaning. 

For Swedish, Norwegian, Faroese and Icelandic, the potential grammaticalization of posture 
verbs in situative constructions has been extensively discussed, but often with a focus on semantic 
bleaching, i.e., the loss of postural meaning. However, the structural facts we take to suggest 
grammatical status of V1 in Danish also apply in the other North Germanic languages, and – with 
the potential exception of Faeroese, for which the evidence is uncertain (Heycock & Petersen 2012) – 
the posture verbs generally appear to retain their postural meaning in the construction (Darnell 
2008, Jóhannsdóttir 2007, Kinn 2018). 

To follow up on previous introspective semantic analyses and investigate directly whether 
grammatical posture verbs in the V1 slot of the situative concord construction retain their concrete 
postural meaning, we developed a new video-elicitation experiment and conducted a study with 
23 Danish participants (age range: 18-25 years). In the experiment, each participant saw 30 
videos presenting agents performing five different actions (e.g. drinking water), either punctually 
or with extended duration, in three different postures (standing, sitting or lying). These target 
videos were interspersed with filler videos, and presentation order was pseudorandomized for 
each participant. Participants were instructed to describe the scenes presented in the videos with one 
sentence per scene. All utterances were coded for the presence vs. absence of situative concord 
constructions, and each situative concord construction produced was coded for alignment vs. 
mismatch between the posture verb used and the agent’s posture in the video. The results 
demonstrated complete alignment between choice of posture verb in the situative concord 
construction and the agent’s actual posture, without a single exception, suggesting clearly 
differentiated, concrete postural meanings for the three Danish posture verbs stå (‘stand’), sidde 
(‘sit’) and ligge (‘lie’)) when used as auxiliaries in the V1 slot of the situative construction. Together 
with the structural facts presented above, these results indicate that Danish posture verbs in this 
constructional slot live up to all three requirements for being categorized as instances of AP. Further, 
participants were much more likely to produce situative concord constructions for scenes presenting 
durative actions (relative to punctual actions), supporting previous semantic analyses of these 
constructions as coding imperfective aspect. 

We therefore argue that situative concord constructions in Danish can be fruitfully described as 
AP constructions coding posture as the background for other events. As such, they contribute 
to the emerging typology of AP by exemplifying the coding of background posture by means of 
auxiliaries in an area where AP has not previously been described. Coding imperfective aspect and 
concurrent posture of the subject (standing, sitting or lying), they appear to align with the 
patterns also typical of morphological coding of AP (Guillaume 2024). For Swedish, Norwegian, 
Icelandic and perhaps Faroese, structural facts and intuition-based semantic analyses point to similar 
conclusions, but extending the video-elicitation experiment to these other North Germanic 
languages would provide clearer evidence whether their situative concord constructions should 
indeed count as instances of AP. 
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The development of associated posture markers in Sakhalin Ainu (Isolate, Japan) 

Elia Dal Corso 

 
Ca’ Foscari University of 

Venice 
 
 

With this presentation, I discuss the possible path of development of associated posture (AP) 
markers in Sakhalin Ainu, a polysynthetic, isolate language autochthonous to the Russian Far East, 
today extinct as a first language. AP in Sakhalin Ainu is expressed formally through the verbal 
prefixes he- and ho-. Within Ainu studies, these two prefixes are traditionally regarded as having 
grammaticalized from independent nouns *he and *ho meaning ‘head’ and ‘buttock’ respectively, 
neither of which survives as a lexeme in the Classical Ainu language that has been documented since 
the 17th Century. As such, the Ainu case deviates from the hitherto assumed typological prototype 
of AP markers, which usually develop from posture verbs (see e.g. Ginebra Domingo 2024 on 
Yamalero). 

According to Nakagawa Hiroshi (p.c. in Bugaeva 2010: 762), *he is most likely the diachronic 
source for one of the three applicative prefixes of Ainuic (i.e. e-); the same trajectory of development 
is postulated for another applicative prefix o-, which would have its origin in *ho (Bugaeva 2010: 
782). As a matter of fact, in the reference sources he- and ho- are often notated as e- and o- due to 
elision of the initial fricative. This phonological process renders the prefixes under scrutiny 
homophonous and homographous to the applicative prefixes with which, however, they should not 
be confused since, despite the alleged common origin, the two pairs of prefixes perform clearly 
different functions at the semantic and morphosyntactic level. The most notable difference is that e- 
and o-, by virtue of being applicatives, increase valency, while he- and ho- are most commonly 
valency-preserving prefixes. 

The sources for this study are two corpora of Sakhalin Ainu folklore collected by Bronisław 
Piłsudski and Murasaki Kyoko (Piłsudski 1912; Majewicz 1998; Murasaki 1976). The reference 
corpora record east and west coast dialects of Sakhalin Ainu and, as such, allow for a number 
of preliminary generalizations on the expression and development of associated posture in this Ainu 
variety as a whole. 

In the reference corpora, the prefixes he- and ho- appear synchronically in four different 
functions. 

They may indicate: 
(a) that the event expressed by the verb is performed with the subject’s head or buttock/bottom; 
(b) that the event expressed by the verb happens to/at the top or bottom portion of a physical 

referent (2); 
(c) that the event expressed by the verb is performed while either the subject or the object moves 

forward (he-) or backward or is stuck (ho-) (3) – i.e. they encode associated motion (AM); 
with verbs that semantically entail movement (4), he- seems to behave more precisely as a 
directional (DIR) (Guillaume and Koch 2021); 

(d) that the event expressed by the verb is performed while either the subject or the object keeps 
an upright (he-) or lain-down (ho-) position (5) – i.e. they encode AP. 

Only in cases (a)–(b), he- and ho- may retain a valency-decreasing function that derives from the 
original incorporation of the body-part lexeme ‘head/buttock’ – see the decrease in transitivity for 
turi ‘stretch sth.’ in (1) and koruru ‘make sth. tremble’ in (2). In particular, in case (b) incorporation 
of the erstwhile generic body-part lexeme co-occurs with the overt expression of a specific referent, in 
a morphosyntactic layout that is reminiscent of classificatory noun incorporation (CNI, Mithun 1984). 

With regard to the AP function, he- and ho- formally distinguish only two postural oppositions, 
and as such the Sakhalin Ainu AP system is quite simple when compared with other systems 
observed elsewhere in the world (Guillaume 2024). These postures may affect either the subject or the 
object and the temporal relation to the verb event always appears to be one of contemporaneity. AP is 
found to only marginally contribute to the specification of TAM categories, specifically when he- (in 
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these instances always attested with the realization e-) is prefixed to the verb a ‘sit’ in the seeming 
auxiliary function of expressing presentative or continuative aspect (6). Worth noting is that this 
function of ea seems to concur with that of the progressive/continuative auxiliary kusu an (7), and 
the difference between the two in terms of contribution to the event structure remains to be 
investigated. 

By the end of this presentation, I propose that AP is an innovative function of he- and ho-, hitherto 
unrecognized in Ainu studies, which represents a most recent stage in the grammaticalization path 
of the erstwhile independent nouns *he and *ho that follows the diachronic trajectory below: 

 
[1] independent noun ‘head’/‘buttock’ > [2] affixation (resulting from grammaticalization of NI) > 

[3] semantic extension ‘head’=‘top’/‘buttock’=‘bottom’ by analogy > [4] AP > [5] AM/DIR 
 

I specifically argue that the emergence of the AP function is prompted by the essentially unagentive 
interaction subsumed by the CNI-like construction in stage [2]. From a cognitive stance, this functional 
re-analysis represents the natural result of the process of abstraction that leads to generic positional 
values from physical referents (i.e. body parts) inherently possessing those values. The AM/DIR 
function is then assumed to be the most recent stage of the development, in which the associated 
top/bottom value is transposed also to agentive contexts. 

Eventually, I put forward the idea that argument and verbal semantics is a crucial characteristic 
that influences the emergence of AP systems to be considered in cross-linguistic investigations. By 
presenting insightful data from an isolate language like Sakhalin Ainu and through the comparison 
with a number of Indigenous languages of North America, this presentation ultimately aims at 
contributing to the definition of a typology of AP systems. 

 
Examples 
 
 

(1) Neya seta-utara u-ko-h-he-tur-i~ri kane … 
 that dog-COLL RECP-APPL-?-3PL.S/head-stretch.out-TR~RED while 

‘While those dogs stretched their necks together (to pull the sledge)…’ (Piłsudski 1912: 104) 
 

(2) Rera hum ne-no cise e-korur-u humhi an. 
 wind sound   COP-ADV house 3SG.S/top-rumble!-TR IND.FLT 

‘Like (with) the sound of a wind the house seemed to tremble at the rooftop.’ (Piłsudski 1912: 
107) 

 
(3) Hemata haw-e-he nu-hci   kusu,  

what 3.PSR/voice-EP-POSS 3PL.A/3SG.O/hear-COLL CAU.FIN 
pirika-no  he-i-nu-re     ka neampe,  
be.good-ADV AM-ANTIP-3PL.A/3SG.O/listen-CAUS.NMLZ  ? TOP  
haciko pon  hekaci  cis haw nu-hci. 
be.tiny be.small boy     cry       voice    3PL.A/3SG.O/hear-COLL 
‘Because they heard the voice of something, as they [kept] hearing it clearly ahead, 
they [realized they] heard the crying voice of a small baby boy.’ (Murasaki 1976: 42; Dal 
Corso 2021: 314) 

 

(4) Oha cise-or_-ta e-sirepa-an. 
 be.empty house-place-LOC/LAT DIR-return-PRM.S 

‘I went again forward to the empty house.’ (Piłsudski 1912: 158) 
 

(5) Teeneh-poonni arik[i]-an apa-enka-peka e-inkara-an. 
shush!-ADV come.PL-PRM.S door-above-PER AP-ANTIP.look-PRM.S 
‘I went [closer] furtively [and] I peeked (inside) from above the door standing (on my 
toes).’ (Majewicz 2004: 315) 
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(6) Hemata aynu makan-te kuca-or_-ta an 
 what person  3SG.S/go.uphill.PC-and  hut-place-LOC/LAT 3SG.S/exist.PC 
 e-a-ha.   
 AP-sit.PC-PK   

‘What [ever] person has come up [here and] is presently inside the hut?!’ (Piłsudski 1912: 
134) 
 

(7) Si-etoko inkara  an-kuca-ha-oro-wa paa 
REFL-front 3SG.S/ANTIP.look PRM.PRS-hut-POSS-place-ABL/ELA smoke 
 numa e-a kusu an. 
3SG.S/stand.PC  AP-sit.PC PROG 
‘[When I] looked in front of me, [I saw that] smoke was presently rising from my 
hut.’ (Piłsudski 1912: 134) 
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The Guahiban languages of the Colombian Eastern Plains feature morphemes that fit 
the proposed associated posture (henceforth, AP) definition given by Guillaume (2024a). In Sikuani, 
these morphemes have been analyzed as sets of intransitive and transitive posture verbs in auxiliary 
functions (Queixalós 1992, 2024). In Yamalero, I will analyze them as two sets of bound morphemes 
indicating the posture of the subject (S or A) or the object arguments (O). 

 
Unlike Sikuani, Yamalero is a very poorly described language (Ginebra 2022), spoken by 

some 300 people, with high indexes of intergenerational transmission. The data of this presentation 
comes from 12 months of primary fieldwork that I have been conducting during the last four 
years in a Yamalero-speaking community. 

 
Table 1. Yamalero AP suffixes and their etymological lexical counterparts. 

 

 Subject AP Intransitive verb Object AP Transitive verb 

SIT -eka e-k-a -eta e-t-a 

STAND  
-nka 

 
nü-k-a -onta no-t-a 

LIE -bota bua-t-a 

HANG -dkua du-k-a -uta du-t-a 
 

The sets of Yamalero subject and objective AP suffixes are presented in Table 1, together 
with their etymological lexical counterparts, still in use in the language today. The object AP 
suffixes distinguishes four different postures (sitting, standing, lying and hanging), while the set of 
subject AP suffixes distinguishes only three (neutralizing the standing/lying distinction). 
Examples of subject suffixes contrasting SIT, LIE and HANG (and referring to S arguments) can be 
seen in (1-3). Examples of suffixes referring to an A and an O argument can be seen in (4) and (5), 
respectively. 

 

(1) kui-bota-tja ya-majai-t-a-eka-iba-jü tres dias 
 heart-CLF-LOC PRV-sleep-VC-REAL-SIT.SBJ-ITER-1A/Sa three days 

‘I spent three days sleeping in a plant [sitting against the plant]’ (yam0042: 139) 
 

(2) pebü-n ne-jewa wetsa majai-t-a-nka 
 man-M tree-NEU from.ITV.UP sleep-VC-REAL-LIE.SBJ 

‘The man is sleeping under the tree [lying on the floor]’ (yam1031: 15) [E] 
 

(3) kan bajada xaña ba-majai-t-a-dkua-tsi 
 CONC  this.way still HAB-sleep-VC-REAL-HANG.SBJ-1INCL.A/Sa 

waja-yati ba-jinou-t-a 
1INCL.POSS-spirit HAB-walk.PL-VC-REAL 
‘Although one is sleeping [hanging in a hammock], the spirits walk’ (yam0073: 11-12) 
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(4) kojo-ta-yo-tja bo-k-a kai pije-mone tsipe-b-a-nka 
nest-SG-DIM-LOC lie-VC-REAL REP.EV 3POSS-group tell-VC-REAL-LIE.SBJ 
‘[The humming bird] was in his nest, telling her family…’ (yam0046: 31) 

 

(5) newütjü kai bajada bo-k-a-taba kai juya 
jaguar REP.EV this.way lie-VC-REAL-MOM REP.EV quickly 

 

bajapa-n newütjü tsuka-n-a-bota kai 
DEM-M jaguar shoot.with.arrow-VC-REAL-LIE.OBJ REP.EV 
‘The jaguar was lying, and the guy shot at him’ (yam0086: 66) 

 
Yamalero’s AP markers are typologically noteworthy in at least two respects: first, because 

they include a set of object markers, and second, because they are realized as affixes. Object 
AP morphemes are rare; outside the Guahiban family, they have so far been attested only in 
Guajá (Magalhães 2019: 94) and in Nawat (Peralta 2024). In Guajá, however, there is only one 
object AP marker (as opposed to four subject AP markers), and Nawat employs the same two 
markers for both subjects and objects. In contrast, Yamalero exhibits four dedicated object 
morphemes. 

 
With respect to their formal realization, AP markers are often realized as auxiliary 

verbs (Guillaume 2024b). The Yamalero markers, however, represent an advanced stage of 
grammaticalization, according to formal, semantic, and discursive criteria. Formally, they have 
lost lexical stress, undergone phonological reduction, and become integrated into a fixed slot within 
the verbal template. Semantically, they have lost number distinctions, can also encode durative aspect, 
and the object markers have lost their original change-of-posture semantics. Discursively, they 
occur in echo constructions (see Guillaume 2024a: 872 for an overview of this term), which 
background the posture event in relation to the lexical event (as in (4) and (5)). Consequently, they 
can be analyzed as genuine affixes, in contrast to Sikuani, where they have been described as auxiliaries 
(Queixalós 2024). 

 
In sum, this study presents a typologically uncommon AP system characterized by highly 

grammaticalized affixes and a full set of dedicated object markers, thereby extending our 
understanding of the structural diversity of AP systems. 
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1 = First person; A = Agent-like argument of transitive verbs; CLF = Nominal classifier; CONC 
= Concessive; DEM = Demonstrative; DIM = Diminutive; E = Elicited data; EV = Evidential; HAB 
= Habitual aspect; HANG = Hanging posture; INCL = Inclusive; INTR = Intransitive; ITER = 
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= Argument of intransitive verbs; SBJ = Subject; SG = Singular number; SIT = Sitting posture; 
STAND = Standing posture; UP = Upwards; VC = Verbal class 
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Of the Siouan Dhegiha languages, Osage has developed the most grammaticized linguistic 
categories based on the expected positional verbs ‘sit’, ‘lie,’ ‘stand,’ and including ‘move.’ Bybee and 
Dahl (1989) have demonstrated the evolution of movement verbs to other linguistic forms, such as 
auxiliaries that will encode semantic properties, particularly continuous and progressive. While even 
Proto-Siouan had already begun to use positional verbs as auxiliaries to main clause verbs, eg. 'He is 
eating (while sitting)' along the lines of Guillaume 2024, the Dhegiha subgroup has extended the 
number of grammatical categories that use positional verb morphology to include noun classifying 
positional deictics and position-encoding auxiliaries (among others) (Rankin 2004, Eschenberg 
2005, Quintero 2006). 

I will present and discuss here first, the morphological development of Proto-Dhegiha position 
verbs into noun classifying positional deictics and then into auxiliaries, (Examples 1 and 2). These 
auxiliaries are morphologically grammatical words that are not used as lexical verbs themselves: for 
example, the lexical verb for 'sit' must be used with an auxiliary that also encodes 'sitting,' and that 
auxiliary may not replace the main verb. These auxiliaries always include a TAM contribution of 
imperfective. Second, I will treat the uses of these auxiliaries to mark person and position. I will also 
explain a secondary and optional use of these auxiliaries to encode the aspects progressive, perfective 
progressive, and imminent (example 3). These data are elicited from Osage speakers and recorded in 
Pratt et.al 2025. Ex. 1 shows the Proto-Siouan positional verb and resulting Osage positional particles. 
A selection of these particles have been compounded with sets of person pronominals to form 
auxiliaries that mark first and second person (singular, dual, and plural), and the position of the 
subject (sitting, standing, lying, moving). (Third person subjects have a morphologically unrelated 
system of marking motion and visibility.) Ex. 2 shows the morphological combinations of these 
auxiliaries for first person forms. Osage has many morphemes for the first person; among them are 
mi ̨ and ą for singular forms and ą and ąk for dual and plural. 

Ex. 3 shows the realization of the auxiliaries, with readings, depending on context, of either 
a positional meaning or one with a secondary aspect. Importantly, one of the aspects, 'imminent,' 
which could also be termed 'immediate,' is not a a type of imperfective aspect. This points up the 
limit of semantic extension, the idea that all new usages are metaphorical extensions of a previous 
use. Rather, the language employs the morphs themselves to avail itself of needed semantic 
categories, along the thinking of autonomous morphology (Aronoff 1994). 

The fact that the Siouan and other North American languages have exploited posture and 
its morphology shows that posture should not be interpreted narrowly in developing a typology of 
position. Rather, an augmented set of parameters would investigate which semantic and grammatical 
categories have been created using posture as a base semantic concept. 

 
Examples 

1. Proto-Siouan positional verbs and derived Osage positional particles (Quintero 2004, 2006)  

rą́-ke 'sit'  -->  įkšé ‘sitting, round’ 
há-ke 'stand'  -->  txą ‘standing’ 
wį-ke 'lie'  -->  kše ‘lying’ 
ri-hé 'move'  -->  ðe ‘moving’ 
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2 .  Realization of auxiliaries with compounded personal pronouns and positional particle 
 
first singular:  

mį-kšé  ‘while sitting or lying’  
ą-hé  ‘while moving’ 
ą-txąhé  ‘while standing’ 

 
first dual: 

ą-ðįkšé  ‘while sitting or lying’  
ą-ðé  ‘while moving’ 
ą-txą́  ‘while standing’ 

 
first plural;  

ąk-aðé  ‘while sitting, lying, or moving’  
ąk-atxą́  ‘while standing’ 

 
3.Sentences with Positional readings and Aspectual readings (Pratt et.al. 2025) 

 
a. áwanobre mįkšé 
  1.eat.a.meal 1s.imperfective.sit/lie 

‘I am or was eating a meal while sitting.’ (positional reading) 
or ‘I am presently eating a meal.’ (progressive aspectual reading) 

 
b. wabró ąhé 
  1.sing 1s.imperfective.move 

‘I am or was singing while moving around.’ (positional eading)  
or ‘I have been singing.’ (perfective progressive aspectual reading) 

 
c. wabró ątxąhé 
  1.sing 1s.imperfective.stand 

‘I am or was singing while standing’ 
or ‘I am about to sing.’ (imminent aspectual reading) 
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As Guillaume (2024) points out, there are notable semantic parallels between the morphological 
category of associated posture and the use of posture verbs in certain types of multiverb 
constructions, as illustrated in (1) and (2). 

 
1. Lao posture SVC (Enfield 2004)  
nang¹   beng¹       thoo²       lathat¹  
sit         look television 
‘watch television sitting down’ 

 
2. Goemai (Chadic) posture SVC (Hellwig 2011:410) 
Wáng   k'óón t'ong k'á kùk sh'ép.  
pot       bec.face.down(SG)        sit(SG)        HEAD(SG):GEN       stump:GEN         wood  
'The pot sits face down on the tree stump.' 

 
This paper examines one category of multiverb constructions, serial verb constructions (SVCs), 

as a starting  point for  considering  whether the  apparent similarities  can  be justifiably  analyzed  
as morphological and syntactic reflexes of the same functional domain along the same lines as 
the similarities between associated motion morphology and motion SVCs (Lovestrand & Ross 2021). 

Ross (2021: 256) identifies posture as a common semantic feature of SVCs, appearing as an 
element of SVCs in 49 languages (39%) of a balanced cross-linguistic sample of 125 languages. In 
this paper, the typology of associated posture (as developed in Guillaume 2024) is applied to the 
languages from Ross’ sample. As in associated posture morphology, posture in SVCs frequently 
involves the notions SIT (75%), STAND (63%) and LIE (42%). Other postural meanings 
(HANG, LEAN, KNEEL, RECLINE) are only attested in SVCs in one or two languages. 

In regard to timing, the posture semantics are most often concurrent with the activity or 
state predicated by the other verb. Concurrent associated posture is found in SVCs in 83% of 
languages with posture SVCs. Prior associated posture is found in SVCs in 25% of languages with 
posture SVCs. Prior associated posture is strongly correlated with the posture verb appearing before 
the other verb in the SVC, in iconic order. The only exception is Russian which allows both word 
orders (Weiss 2012). Verb order shows much more variation in SVCs that express concurrent 
associated posture. 60% of constructions have the posture verb first, and 40% have the posture verb 
second. 

It is relatively common for postural SVCs to also be used to express aspectual meanings (36%), 
typically a durative meaning associated with ‘sit’ verbs. In most cases, this is reported as two separate 
functions of the same construction disambiguated by context, but in four languages posture SVCs 
are said to simultaneously express associated posture and durative aspect. In a few languages, 
postural SVCs can also express directional meaning along a horizontal axis (‘lie’ verbs) or vertical 
axis (‘stand’ verbs). 
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Siouan languages are known for presenting grammaticalized morphemes from Proto-Siouan 
posture verbs ‘sit’, ‘lie’ and ‘stand’, with more or less preservation of the posture semantics in the 
grammaticalized forms (Watkins 1976; Rankin 2004). Among them, Dhegiha languages have 
further grammaticalized them into definite articles, and from there have re-innovated verb-combining 
functions (as shown by Rankin 2004). 

Umóⁿhoⁿ (or “Omaha”) is a critically endangered language from the Dhegiha group, still 
understood and spoken to some extent by elderly members of the community, in north-eastern 
Nebraska. The language has been extensively documented in the late 19th century and again from 
1989 on. This study is mostly based on 19th century texts (esp. Dorsey 1890). 

Umóⁿhoⁿ presents a complex system of 11 definite articles (some of them of unknown origin), 
with semantic distinctions on (a) animacy; (b) obviation, movement or posture (for animate); 
and (c) orientation (for inanimate). Many of them are also attested as verb-combining morphemes with 
different functions. Whenever semantic contrasts based on posture are perceptible, these verb-
combining morphemes fall under the cross-linguistic definition of AP markers as proposed by 
Guillaume (2023) and Alvarez Gonzalez (2024). The table below shows the morphemes that clearly 
correspond to AP in the first line. The inclusion of the markers in the second line as AP markers 
entails the addition of an animate/inanimate semantic contrast into the typological parameters of AP. 
The column for ‘lie’ shows that some interaction exists between the two semantic categories. 

 
 

 Sit Stand Lie 
 
Animate thiⁿkʰé  (SG, obviative) 

thoⁿkʰá (PL, obviative) 

 
tʰoⁿ (standing, obviative) 

 

kʰé 

 
(lack of agentivity) 

Inanimate thoⁿ (round) tʰe (vertical) (horizontal) 
 

Examples (1) through (3) illustrate AP constructions with thiⁿkʰe for ‘sit’, tʰoⁿ for ‘stand’, and 
kʰe for ‘lie’. I gloss them as “auxiliaries” because they participate in the predication. Some of them 
can inflect, as we see in (4) and (5), where they seem to relativize the preceding clause while 
encoding posture of the verb’s subject. 

 

(1) túshpa-thoⁿ, 
grandchild-HYPCH 

edé 
what.say 

thiⁿkʰé 
AUX:OBV.SIT 

ehoⁿ! 
EXCL.F 

“Oh! What is my grandchild saying, as he sits!” (Dorsey 1890:121.18) 
(2) téska amá wazhíⁿ-pí=bazhi moⁿnóⁿ’u tʰoⁿ 
 ox PX:SG:MOV spirit-good=PX:NEG paw.the.ground AUX:OBV.STD 
 égoⁿ-xti=óⁿ=biamá.      

thus-INTENS-AUX-PP.REPORT 
“he was just like an enraged ox, standing pawing the ground.” (Dorsey 1890:156.1-2) 

(3) Égithe t’e kʰé amá. Égithe  móⁿathá-xti zhoⁿ kʰé amá 
finally  die  AUX:HORIZ REPORT  finally  flat.on.back-INTENS lie AUX:HORIZ 
REPORT “There he lay dead! He lay flat on his back. ” (Dorsey 1890:611.8-9) 
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(4) Kagé-ha, waxíⁿha tʰi-óⁿ-tha-kʰithé niⁿkʰé-she 
friend-VOC paper arrive.here-P1SG-A2-CAUS AUX:A2.SIT-A2 
“My friend, you who [sitting] have sent a letter hither to me” (Dorsey 1980:758.1) 

(5) taní úthize  hnátʰe thá-tʰoⁿ-shé 
soup ration A2.eat A2-AUX:STD-A2 
“you [who] are standing at home eating rations of soup” (Dorsey 1890:208.15) 

 
Up to now, the only available studies on AP markers in Umóⁿhoⁿ are historical reconstructions 

(Rankin 2004) or works on the system of 11 articles (Koontz 1984, Eschenberg 2005). Verb-
combining morphemes have been analyzed by different authors as relativizers, auxiliaries, copulas, 
evidentials, and/or clause-linkage markers (Rankin 2004, Eschenberg 2005), without explicit criteria 
or definitions. The absence of inflection on 3rd person subjects and the blurry noun-verb 
distinction makes it particularly difficult to distinguish between the functions listed when they are 
used in 3rd person clauses. 

My presentation will provide a synchronic description of AP markers following the parameters 
proposed by the workshop organizers. I will also present how each of them can become semantically 
demotivated in a number frozen post-verbal morphemic chains, which makes the AP system as a 
whole less productive. The study will be based on an in-depth corpus analysis, and especially an 
exhaustive study of the occurrences of the marker tʰoⁿ ‘standing’. 

 
Abbreviations 

 
A agentive grammatical role; AUX auxiliary; CAUS causative; EXCL exclamative particule; F 

feminine; HORIZ horizontal; HYPC hypocorism; INTENS intensive; MOV moving; NEG negation; 
OBV obviative; P patientive grammatical role; PP plural and/or proximative;  PX proximative; 
REPORT reportative; SG singular; SIT sitting; STD standing; VOC vocative 
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Associated   Posture   (AP)   is   an   under-researched   grammatical   category   that   is inconsistently 
labeled and likely under-reported in descriptive studies yet appears to be found in a number of unrelated 
(and related) languages around the world. Like Associated Motion (AM), the small but growing body 
of research on this topic has emphasized morphological expression  of  this  grammatical  category  
(Guillaume  2024,  inter  alia),  but  periphrastic expression of AP via multi-verb constructions is also 
attested and probably much more frequent than comparable affixes (e.g. Enfield 2002, inter alia). Although 
further research is needed for every aspect of this phenomenon, in particular more comprehensive 
descriptive studies, this talk will present a preliminary overview of the cross-linguistic distribution of 
AP, including morphology and several types of multi-verb construction, complementing recent work on 
AM.  

The  preliminary  distribution  of  AP  is  estimated  with  a  worldwide  sample  of  325 languages,  
with  comparison  to  the  distribution  of  AM,  including  morphological  and periphrastic forms. 
Overall, two trends emerge: AP appears to be especially rare (and/or under- reported) as verb morphology, 
and AM appears to be more common than AP in general. It should be emphasized that due to limited 
documentation and variation in terminology, the results reported here are tentative due to likely both 
under-reporting and under-identification. 

There are few unequivocal instances of fully grammaticalized AP affixes in the sample languages. 
Several languages such as Araona, Bininj Gun-wok, Haida, as in (1), and Sudest are probably most 
appropriately categorized in this way; however, these languages also feature some types of verb+verb 
compounding, and many potential instances of AP affixes in the languages surveyed may instead be 
better classified as compounding. In fact, several languages exhibit ongoing grammaticalization from 
compounding (and sometimes other multi-verb constructions) to affixes (as also found for AM: Ross & 
Lovestrand 2022), in some cases with intermediate properties and variation between individual 
morphemes/verbs. This continuum is exemplified by Tacanan languages of South America (including 
Araona: Tallman 2020; Guillaume 2024), Numic Uto-Aztecan languages of North America, and some 
Pama-Nyugan languages of Australia, for example, underlining the importance of considering the 
diachronic as well as synchronic typology of AP. The precise distribution of AP compounding cannot be 
consistently determined from descriptive grammars because the full range of semantic types of verb+verb 
compounds and whether some combinations may be lexicalized, non-productive combinations are rarely 
made explicit. Regardless, we can estimate from the sample that at least a couple dozen of the 72 
languages with verb+verb compounds feature the AP type. 

The semantic types of serial verb constructions (i.e. separate words, otherwise similar to verb+verb 
compounding) are relatively well documented, and at least 49 languages of 125 with SVCs in the sample 
appear to express AP in this way, as in (2), in contrast to 101 with motion SVCs. Posture verbs are also 
known in the literature to be commonly featured in SVCs (e.g. Aikhenvald  2006:48).  Several  sample  
languages  feature  idiosyncratic  multi-verb construction types, while other more frequent types found in 
multiple languages include posture auxiliary constructions (e.g. in Trumai: Guirardello-Damian 2002; 
also beyond the sample, Dutch: Lemmens 2005), and especially converbs (Ross 2025), as in (3), for which 
we can estimate similarly to compounds a couple dozen or more languages, as well as 
pseudocoordination in a handful of languages. In total, we can conservatively estimate that AP of some 
type is found in at least 100 – or about one-third – of the sample languages. 

Additional considerations include degree of grammaticalization, semantic bleaching and multi-
functionality; the utility of “AP” labeling conventionalized, non-aspectual function (cf. Lødrup 2019), such 
as in English pseudocoordination (sit and read); the semantic typology of posture verbs (e.g. stative vs. 
dynamic); and less typical lexical posture verbs (e.g. ‘hang’). 
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Examples 
 
(1) Associated Posture suffix or possible compound (Haida: Enrico 2003:464)  

tla.aa-gwàa sang q’ahlaad tl’a xin.isalang-7wa-gwaang-.ahl.  
so.long-Q over.nothing INDF blab-sit-around-must  
‘He/she/they is sitting around so long blabbing over nothing!’ 
 

(2) Associated Posture serial verb construction (Kunbarlang: Kapitonov 2021:285) 
Ngadda-djanganj ngadda-rnay la ka-warrenj ka-yidjung. 
1PL.EXCL.NF-stand.PST 1PL.EXCL.NF-see.PST CONJ 3SG.NF-move.PST SG.NF-sink.PST  
‘We were standing there watching the boat sink.’ 
 

(3) Associated Posture converb construction (Turkish: Demir 2020:24) 
Bekle-yib otur-ur-∅. 
wait-CVB sit-AOR-3SG 
‘(S/he) sits and waits; (s/he) is waiting.’ 
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