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The issue: Basic facts

e TAM (Tense Aspect Mood) generally thought as
o inflectional verbal categories
o having scope over the whole proposition
o not found on nouns, because nouns are time-stable

e TAM markers in Mojefio Trinitario
o also found in NPs
o narrow scope (not clausal scope)
o no agreement with the predicate

e Mojefio Trinitario narrow-scope nominal TAM challenges the conception of TAM as a
verbal category having scope over the proposition.

(1) TAM on a noun
nanaekchopo eto to 'resiayore.
na-naekcho=po eto to 'resia=yore
3pL-start=PFv ~ 3NH  ART.NH  church=FuT
‘They started (to build) the future church.’

The issue: The typology of nominal TAM

“Nominal Tense in Cross-linguistic Perspective” (Nordlinger & Sadler 2004)

e Nominal TAM markers can have scope
o over the proposition = propositional TAM
o over the NP - independent TAM
= many cases in Amazonian languages

e Core cases of “independent” nominal TAM
o Productive
o Not just on nominal predicates but also on arguments and/or adjunct NPs
o Morphological category of the nominal, not a syntactic clitic on the NP
o More frequent than previously thought


mailto:francoise.rose@cnrs.fr

Francoise Rose ALT, Lyon
francoise.rose@cnrs.fr July 1-3 2026

e Nominal TAM markers can be formally
o distinct from verbal TAM markers
o identical with verbal TAM markers
= especially found in North and South America

Nominal tense vs nominal aspect, mood, and modality

¢ Ongoing debate on whether the reported cases of “nominal tense” are in fact tense or
aspect or modality (see Tonhauser 2007; Lecarme 2008; Nikolaeva 2015; Bertinetto
2020).
e According to Nordlinger and Sadler (2004), aspect is not attested on nominals.
¢ Independent attestations of nominal aspect, mood or modality:
o Aspect: habitual in Ayoreo (Bertinetto 2009)
o Realis status in Chorote (Carol 2015)
o Epistemic modality in Chorote (Carol 2015)
o Aspect, mood, and modality in Jarawara (Dixon 2004)

Mojefio Trinitario nominal TAM

Arawak, Bolivia
Text corpus (~ 6h)
Rich morphology, polysynthetic (Rose 2024: chapter 2)
Ubiquitous TAM marking
o Aspect encoded in nominalizers (Rose to appear)
o Aspect encoded in associated motion markers (Rose 2015a)
o Epistemic modality encoded in demonstratives (Rose 2017)
o TAM markers
= can be zero marker
» inflectional (“relationship between word-forms of a lexeme”) rather
than derivational (“relationship between lexemes of a word family™)
(Haspelmath & Sims 2010: 18),
= on verbal (2) and non-verbal (3) predicates,

(2) TAM on a verbal predicate
vimora'iyree'ijiro
vi-imora'i=yore=ri'i=iji=ro
1PL-watch=FUT=IPFV=RPT=UNQ
‘(They say that) we are going to be watching.’

(3) TAM on a nominal predicate
kasikiyenoyoo'ijiro
kasiki-yeno=yore=ri'i=iji=ro
cacique-wife=FUT=IPFV=RPT=UNQ
‘(They say that) she is going to be a cacique's wife.’
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= as well as on non-predicative non-verbal elements (4)

(4) TAM on a noun
Enetse eto naepiakpo to napenoyoo'i
Ene=tse eto  na-epia-ko=po to na-peno=yore=ri"i
DEM=CONTRAST 3NH 3PL-make=PFV ART.NH 3PL-house=FUT=IPFV
‘This way they built their houses’

e TAM markers found in NPs have a narrow scope (4): nominal TAM functions
independently from propositional TAM

Mojefio Trinitario nominal TAM challenges four preliminary typological
generalizations on nominal TAM by Nordlinger & Sadler (2004)

Challenge to typology #1: not just nominal tense, but also nominal aspect, mood and
modality

e Meanings cross-linguistically rare or non-attested on nominals (Nordlinger & Sadler
2004: 783; Jacques 2018)
o Aspect (5)
o Irrealis (6)
o Epistemic modality (7)

(5) Aspect: Imperfective for a property lasting in time
eto manokpo to taem'ii'i ma ‘chaneri'i.

eto ma-noko=po to taem'i=ri’i ma ‘chane=ri"i

3NH 3M-make=PFV  ART.NH shape=IPFv ART.M  person=IPFV

‘They made it (wax) into the shape of a man (building a scarecrow that will last over
time).’

(6) Irrealis: for an entity or state not yet realized
vyosiookoo'i to viuriwina
Vvi-yosioo-ko=ri'i to vi-uri-wo-ina
1PL-ask-ACT=IPFV  ART.NH 1pL-be_good-Nz-IRR
‘We are pleading for our (not realized) well-being.’

(7) Epistemic modality: speculation on the identity of the referent
skochane piii simapuka
s-kochane pAi s-ima=puka
3F-be_accompanied DEM.M  3F-husband=DuB
[Context: describing a video stimulus] ‘she is accompanied by this man who must be
her husband (I am guessing).’
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e Stacking of nominal TAM is allowed
o Poorly investigated distributional property of nominal TAM

(8) Stacking of nominal TAM
eriopripuiniji 7ii 'pona simayoori'iniji.

efi-opripu=ini=ji i
3M-MOT.PRES=PST=RPT ART.M Other-CLF.GNR

'po-na

ALT, Lyon
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s-ima=yore=ri'i=ini=ji

‘the other man that was to become her husband was already there.’

3F-husband=FUT=IPFV=PST=RPT

Challenge to typology #2: formal identity of nominal and verbal TAM markers

e Nominal TAM markers are almost all identical to the TAM markers found on verbal
predicates (those in bold in Table 1)
o Same form, same meaning, same order of combinations
o A cross-linguistically rare situation (Nordlinger & Sadler 2004)
o Observed in some other South American languages like Jarawara (Dixon 2004)
and Asheninka Perené (Mihas 2013).

Table 1. Expression of TAM on verbal and non-verbal predicates, and in houn phrases

DOMAIN CATEGORY VERBAL NON- NOUN
PREDICATES| VERBAL PHRASES
PREDICATES
TENSE future =yore
past
MOOD irrealis
negative irrealis
frustrative =ini (usually with FUT or IRR)
MODALITY |dubitative =puka
ASPECT still =cho'o
continuative =giereko
once again, also =wore
imperfective =ri'i
resumptive =0jno
perfective =po -po ADD
-pO INTENS
habitual =nove -nove KIN.PL
frequentative = pooko -pooko
INTENS
gradual progressive =poripo -poripo DISTR
repetition, duration; desintensive ~RED

pluractional

-ri |

e Most TAM markers are clitics :
o they can appear on the negative auxiliary rather than the verb
o they are still part of the phonological and prosodic word

o A few TAM markers are affixes :
o irrealis markers (different affixes, on M@fB8 and nouns)
o pluractional suffix and reduplication (not found in NPSs)
o some TAM clitics with homonymous suffixes in NPs (shaded)

4
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Challenge to typology #3: an additional TAM (past) on nominals

e Typology : in all attested cases, there are never more nominal than verbal TAM
categories (Nordlinger & Sadler 2004).

e Mojefio Trinitario has a tense category on the nouns that the verbs lack: the past.
o with different past values (see also Baklanov 2025)

(9) Past as ceased existence

tepenoriporo jmue viapiarini
ti-epeno=ripo=ro  p-ma-e vi-apiaru=ini
3-die=PFV=UNQ DEM-M-DIST  1PL-uncle=psT

‘our late uncle is dead’

(10) Past as past possession
ene esupo su nchicha nera'ikri'i te to mpenori‘ini
ene esu-po su nu-chicha nu-era'i-ko=ri'i
and F-ADD ART.F 1sG-child 1sG-leave-ACT=IPFV

te to n-peno=ri‘i=ini
PREP ART.NH 1SG-house=IPFV=PST
‘and I left my daughter in my former house’

(11) Past as past identity (property)
ema koregieroori'ini
ema koregieroru=ri'i=ini
3M authority=1PFv=pPST
the previous/past authority {elicitation}

Challenge to typology #4: diversity of non-verbal elements taking TAM

e Nordlinger & Sadler’s study covers cases in which independent nominal TAM is
found on other non-verbal elements than nouns
o yet this have been seldom described.

e Mojefio Trinitario TAM markers are found on :

pronouns (personal, demonstrative, indeterminate)
the preposition,

the existential copula,

adjectives,

numerals,

the placeholder,

(time) adverbs.

© O O O O O O
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(12) TAM on personal pronoun
wipo etina nakemtoneji to ‘chojriikowo
WO=po eto-ina  n-a-ko-emtone-ji to ‘chojriikowo
NEG=PFV 3NH-IRR  1SG-IRR-Vz-work-CLF.amorph ART.NH document
‘It is not on it, this document, that | worked (but on another document).’

(13) TAM on demonstrative pronoun

enepuka muee'o
ene=puka ma-ere-'o
DEM=DUB 3M-drink-APPL

‘It is likely from this here that he drinks.’

(14) TAM on indeterminate pronoun (= negative existential copula) (Rose 2014)
+ TAM on preposition
tajina to 'puujina taye'ena
taja-ina to 'puuji-ina ta-ye'e-ina
NH.INDT-IRR ART.NH  medecine-IRR 3NH-PREP-IRR
‘There is no medicine for that’

(15) TAM on adjective and on the existential copula
‘tumewokovinarich'o, vityjoo'inarich'o.
‘tume-wokovi-ina=rich'o viti-ojo=ri‘i-ina=rich'o
strong-1PL-IRR=IPFV 1PL-COP=IPFV-IRR=Still
‘May we be strong, may we keep still living’

(16) TAM on adjective (movera) and numeral (apina)
moverampo to sapgirano. je'e, te tapuemmawo apinanri'i

movera-ono=po  to sap-gira-no

many-PL=PFV ART.NH  toad-DIM-PL

je'e, te ta-puemmawo api-na-ono=ri'i.
VALD  PREP 3NH-be.recent twO-CLF.GNR-PL=IPFV

‘There were many small frogs. Well, at first, there were two.’

(17) TAM on the placeholder (taking nominal irrealis even when substituting a verb
(Rose 2025))
jmaka 'chane wo ... manje'ena tponrerigiapoo'i
p-ma-ka '‘chane WO manje'e-ina t-ponre-ri-ko-a-po=ri'i
DEM-M-PROX person NEG PH-IRR 3-think_about-PLURACT-ACT-IRR-MID=IPFV
“This man, he did not know watchamacallit how to think.’

(18) TAM on adverb
Koperipo vetavikri'i su tkijare Natividad Guadalupe,
kope=ripo vi-etavi-ko=ri'i su ty-ko- ijare  Natividad Guadalupe
one_day=PFv 1PL-pass-ACT=IPFV ART.F 3-vz-name  Natividad Guadalupe
‘These (past) days, we’ve been passing (the Saint day of) the one called Natividad
Guadalupe.’
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e Non-verbal hosts of TAM in general show nominal features:

o Nominals: nouns, pronouns

o Diachronically derived from nominals: the placeholder (Rose 2025), the
preposition (Rose 2019)
Morphologically derived from pronominals: existential copulas
Non-verbal predicates, for non-nominal parts of speech: adjectives, numerals
Secondary predicates (adjectives, preposition)
Adverbs

o O O O

e Frequency:
o Intuitively, TAM is less frequent on nouns than on verbs
o Rare on other parts of speech
o Counts remain to be done.

Conclusion

Data from Mojefio Trinitario invite to revisit several critical points of the typology of nominal
TAM, which will only be possible with more descriptions of nominal TAM in a diversity of the
world’s languages.

Abbreviations

Glosses that are not from the Leipzig Glossing Rules are: ACT active; ADD additive; CONTRAST
contrast; DUB dubitative; GNR generic; INDT indeterminate; INTENS intensifier; MID middle;
MOT.PRES motion presentational; NH nonhuman; NZ nominalizer; PLURACT pluractional; PREP
preposition; RPT reportative; TAG tag; UNQ unguestionable; VALD validator, vz verbalizer.
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